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Gap Junctions



viati iy
v
Sy

L W
¥ ," $
¢ 4'*/‘ ‘ “.
2 %
%
#;

e e g

»
KR
2Py B 3
7

S AT
» ' «’* Ve gty e e e b T
. Y g “ w0 " o8 4 ;

X Be 2 ’
AR iatie X v W

e D Ty S SR e £
LERTEATSIE A b eR e
2 o "o O e 2 o W
¥ qu‘vix.w%w._.-wph.\ﬂw&&,v
=

!

&

§ e
v

b Aok

- ok

e d

o
>

e e MG G, B VT
’,,‘» et A, 5 4R, n
L %38 » o .

S

{
LA '5?‘.- y
L d

[

’

KUTTApd TTOVTIKOU.

’

TOUC 10TOUC EKTOC

amoé Ta

’

TPWTN YEVETIKA
aoBéveia Tou

[

£0€IC avapeoa
d JUika

[

’

’

~

a
S
-
O o
S =
O L
> C
o 3
S

’

’

KUTTapad.

’

1993. AvakaAupOnke

oTov dvopwTo N
omeppaTolwdpia Kai

>
O
>
W
-
O
Q.
E
>
X
%))
>
(@)
<
(.
w}
hV4

HETAAAAC EIC TWV
XAOHOOUVO ECHWV.
XaopoaoUvdeapol
PpéOnkav o 6Aoug
epUBPOKUTTAPA, Td

—
-
w
=)
-
>
-3
-
w
<
w
s

1967. Revel Kal
oTa kapdiakd
ouvoeodTav e
TA OKEAETIK

ouvo




O1 xaopoouvdeapol
ETITPETIOUV TN HETAPOPA
IOVTWY, HeTAPOAITWY Kal
dcUTepwy OlapipaocTwy
HikpoTepwy Tou 1 kDa (Ca?*,
IP;, cAMP, ATP..)

7 MW
Gap Junction
100 © 9 Small molecules

pass through channel
in connexons
5,000 .‘7
20000 @
Large molecules Connexons
can't pass through
channels

Celll Cell 2

ODay




Metaouvantikd

KUTTapONAaoua
Aiau)\gq Tou oxnupri(erat DUCLOAOYLKOG
anoé nopous NG Kabe eEWKUTTAPIKOG
HepBpavng XWPog

6 urtopovadeg

KOVVEEIvVNG = i 5

1 kovvegodvio €l0TOQ o

(nudiauAog) WERS

EEwkKuTTapIKn
MAeuUpa

KuttaponAaouaTikn
MAeuUpa )

| EEWKUTTAPIKEG AYKUAEG
" OHOPIAWV AAANAETISPACEWV

E&wKuTtTapikn

KaBepia amno Tiq 6 kovvegiveg
€XEL 4 SlapeUBPAVIKEG TIEPLOXES

KuttaponAaopaTikr)
mieupa KuTttapornmAaopatikég aykUuAeg

puBuong

2. Tnv kapdia, s€aocpaiifouv
Th ouvToVviopévn cuoTtaon
TWV KAPOIOHUOKUTTAPWYV.

2.T0 VEUPIKO ouoTnua, ol
XaopooUvdeapol dnuioupyouv
NAEKTPIKEG oUVAYEIG,
HEyIOTN TaxUTNTa,
ouyxpoVviopévn TupodoThon
(firing).

2 ¢ yn dieyépoipa KUTTAPQ,
ol Xaopoouvdeayol
ONHiIoupyoUV CUUPIWTIKEC
aAAnAemidpdoci¢ avdueoa oe
uynAda diagopoToinpéva
KUTTapa (Tt Ta KUTTAPA TOU
pakoU, KepaTIVOKUTTApPA).

O1 xaopoouvdeopol eTiong
OpPOUV Kdl W¢ KATAOTOAEIC
OYKWV.



Adjacent plasma
membranes

Two adjacent connexons
forming an open channel
between cells

O1 xaopooUvdeool PpiokovTal o€
avoiXTA Kai KAcIoThH d1apoppwon

OPEN oo M

Channel
(diameter 1.5 nm)

Vi<0
Connexon

Intercellular
space




Aopn TG Kovveivng

.....
.....
Yhay

intercellular ‘gap’

cytoplasm

H kdB¢ kovvelivn amoTeAcital amd 4 diapepPpavikég TePIOXEG, 2
e€WKUTTAPIKOUG Ppdxoug Tou ouvdéovTal HeTall Toug pe deapoulg S-S, g
évav evOoKUTTapIko Ppoxo, éva -NH, TeAiké dkpo kai éva ~-COOH mou e
ppiokovTar evdokuTTapikd. ATtd Martin PE., Evans WH., Incorporation COOH

of connexins into plasma membranes and gap junctions,
Cardiovascular Research, 62 (2004) 378-387.



. cytoplasmic
19A I : . region
A W f - 2 f
38 A ¥ membrane
¥
extracellular
40A region
H
38 A Pt WP, membrane
¥ _ 4.."-?
19 A I & - -::yi-:::plgﬁmit:
5 - region

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_nMIrDk2qT4



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_nMlrDk2gT4

(a)

Connexon interaction

g

Voltage
control

~—___ Heterotypic
compatibility

Extracellular

Intracellular [ Control by

phosphorylation

Homomeric Heteromeric Homomeric
heterotypic heterotypic  homotypic

(c) Cytoplasm = |

o O O
o o o //

o O O

21 kovvelivec oTov dvOpwTo

Ouada a: Cx37, Cx40, Cx43,
Cx46, Cx50, CxH9, Cx62

Ouada p: Cx25, Cx26, Cx30,
Cx30.3, Cx31, Cx31.1, Cx32

Oupada y: €x30.2, Cx45, Cx47
Ouada d: Cx31.9, Cx36, Cx40.1

Oupada e: Cx23




HeM/HeT

HoM/HoT  HoM/HeT HoM/HeM HeM/HeM

OrTav duo KUTTAPA
ouvekppdlouv dUo €idn
kovve vy, eppaviCovral 14
mOavég diaopPwaoeig

a XAOHOOUVSETUWY, HE
C OUYKEKPILEVEG avaAoyieg.
Q ﬁ Qotdoo, eTepopeph
kovveéovia dnpioupyouvTal

Connexon

CxA:CxB pévo edav ol Kovveiveg eivai
1:1 16 94 234 313 2834 94 1.6 ouppartéc peTalu toug. TTx.
15 00 041 09 56 206 402 327 dev oxhuatilovrai
110 0.0 0.0 0.1 11 83 33.7 56.8 kovvelovia e Cx43 Kai

Cx26.



Cx45

Cx43

Connexon
"Hemichannel”

- EL-2

Connexon
"Hemichannel”

, EL-2 ¢

L]

EL-T1

CL

CT

AT

NH2

'CT

B CL S

AT

NHa

382 COOH

Homotypic Heterotypic Heteromeric
Homomeric Homomeric Heterotypic



[19] [19]
(PKC) (PKC)

@ @ [18.28] ’ ’ ’ ’ ’
S S - H diameparoTnTd Toug puBuileTal amoé Tnv Tdon,

eeue 10 pH, Ta Ca?*, To emimedo YWOPOPUAiwWONG TWV
kovve€ Ivibv ato Ti¢ kivdoeg C, Scr, CaMK

]
(C C
280
@ 81(?7)
288 © (17,29] [17,29] [11,25)
(MAPK) (MAPK) [18,28] @ (v-src)
= >
o T OQORGCIONG I )
< 284 - /282/ 279277 274 265
g_ (?’H?) 283 / (SH3) (SH3) 262 %—‘Q (cdc2?) [12]
[30] [30]
; {SH3) 280
[30] (SH3) 233 — @ (PKA/PKC)
© [20] 257 ©—@ (PKG) [27] [10]

255 ©—@ (cdc2?) [12]
(MAPK) [17,29]

EuaiabnTn
oto pH, To
224 ,
223 @ OTI0I0
298 puBuiCel To
2s® AVOIYHd TOU

kavaAiou

Cx43 Cx32 TaoceoeuaioBNTn TepIoxh

95 [21]

rraa
[3

EtepoTumiki
aAAnAemidpaon

e
s
=

[T

o

<

—
=

><
(83




CK1
PKA-dependent

369 365

prRQD
sARSS ARSS
coom ELDDPRPRS ~Q
—;182 373 3bl-1 364

Paul D. Lampe, Alan F. Lau. The effects of connexin phosphorylation on gap junctional
communication. The International Journal of Biochemistry & Cell Biology 36 (2004)
1171-86.



£
SRC, PKC,
KMAP K
?Golgl

PKA, G proteins, ECM

PKC

Q PKA: au€avel Tov apiBué Twv 6J

PKC: eAaTtTwvel Tov apiOuo Twyv 6J

v

Paul D. Lampe, Alan F. Lau. The effects of connexin phosphorylation on gap junctional
communication. The International Journal of Biochemistry & Cell Biology 36 (2004) 1171-86.



PUBuion Tn¢ d1amepaToTNTAC TWV XAGHOOUVOETUWY ATIO YUOIOAOYIKOUC KAl @APHAKOAOYIKOUG

mapdyovteg. Ao Dhein S., Trends in Pharmacol. Sci. 1998, 19, 229-237

adrenaline
isoproterenol IBMX anti-arrhythmic peptides noradrenaline
m ~ {/;\) (‘u‘\
. oy a1
e ;5%3 V([ o PLC ) ~—
cAMP AMP o DAG
S~ close b
* Ins(1,4,5)P.
forskolin PKA'— (=) I—— FRG W :
open T DAG analogues

transjunctional voltage

MAP kinase

phorbol esters (e.g. TPA)
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(A)

aminosulfonate
(taurine)

--"

The Vj-gating (fast-gating)
exhibits gating transitions
within several milliseconds and
is intrinsic to the hemichannel,
suggesting that each
hemichannel has its own gate
that responds to
transjunctional voltage.

Michael Koval, Brant E. Isakson, Robert
6. Gourdie and Wilhelm Just,
Structure and closure of connexin gap
Junction channels, FEBS Letters 2014

(B)

inside negative inside positive
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2 UvOeon Kal avakUKAwWGN TWV XAOHOOUVOEOHWY.

O1 kovvelivec tapdyovral oto EA, oAiyopepiCovrar kar oxnhpatiCouv Ta Kovvelovia, Ta oToid
HeTagépovTal oThv TAaopaTIKA pepppdvn. Ekei, o xpovog LwhAc Toug civar pikpdc (1,3h) kar oUvTopa
ouPIKoUITIVIWVOVTAI Kal 00nyoUVTdl 0Td TTPWTEOOWHATA

a
Connexocn
:m » @ hemichannel
NH, COOH %o

Open Closed
hemichannel — connexon
- i
Transport vesicle ?
apparatus
% @

Annular junction
connexosome
Lysosomes S s
N R s :
» — . =

Gap
> junction
plaque

Nature Reviews | Cancer



V.M. Berthoud et al. / Cardiovascular Research 62 (2004) 256-267
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Gap Junction Ubgf;g
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Connexin

Misfolded connexin
Connexon

Gap junction channel
Ubiquitin

Tyrosine-based sorting signal
Proteolytic products

Plasma membrane
Phosphate
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2 XNUATIKA ameikovion
TOU TIPWTEIVIKOU
TTAEYHATOC TWV
XdopoouvOEoHWY
(nexus).

Ben N.G. Giepmans, Gap
Junctions and connexin-
Interacting proteins.
Cardiovascular Research

62 (2004) 233 - 245
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Kovve€ivn-43 occludin
clagdin Gap Adherens Tight

Junction Junction Junction

thgein AmeikovileTal n aAnAeidpaon TG
ZQ-I HE Thv okkAoudivh, Thv KAodivn
Kdl HE TNV AKTivn

KAodivn

OKKAOUBiVI aktivn
— ZAK n

actin Kovve€ivn-43

a-Karevivn



Claudins Connexins JA Occludin

Extracellular
space

Plasma membrana

£0-2

L0112

Nucleus

Cytosol

To yeyovocg oTi ol
mpwTeivec ZO éxouv
meptoxéc NLS, Toug

ETTPETEI T HETAKIVNON
avduyeoa aTo
KUTTApOTTAQOUA Kal ToV
TTUpAva, 6TToU HTtopoUV va
HETAWYEPOUV OAKATA KAl
va getaPpdAouv Tnv
EKPpaon yovidiwv Kai Thv
KUTTAPIKA CUUTTEPIPOpPA.



O1 nuidiauAol pumopei va eival AeiToupyikoi,
KATW aTo OPICHEVEG OUVONKEG

Hemichannel

Gap junction

Connexin




TL avolyEl Touc nuL-6LauAouc;

(b)

Cell 1

Opiapévol npidiauAol kovveivwy ae
amavTnon o€ guaoloAoyikd kail TaBoAoyikd
gpebiopyara, 6TTWC Ta XapnAd
e€WKUTTAPIKA emimeda Ca?*, n avaoToAR
Tou peTapoAiapou (1oxaipia, umo€ia), n
Hnxaviknh d1€yepon A To XapnAoé pH,
EKTEAOUV TTAPAKPIVA H AUTOKPIVH
ongarodoTnon, HEow ThG POAC 10VTWYV
Ca?*, ATP, yAoutapikoU, ThG
mpooTayAavdivng E, (PGE,) kai NAD".

Plasma membrane

Extracellular

Cytoplasmic

G.E. Sosinsky, B.J. Nicholson / Biochimica et Biophysica Acta 1711 (2005) 99-125

. Mg
Xwpig , eEWKUTTAPIKO
eEWKUTTAPIKO 05 M Ca?*

Ca?*




Table 1. Owverview of substances for which there is evidence that they may be released vz hemichannels.

Paracrine Maolecular structure Molecular Met charge Connexin types imschred
signaling weight at
molecules physiclogical
pH
ATP niHz 505 ~3or-4  Cx26 [196]
T:‘ | N\} C>28/Cx30 [38], [117],
o . O N N [171], [174] and [183]
HG-Er a—grc -E;c:--.: Ha Cx30 [120]
Cx36 [186]
CHOM Cx43 [33], [37], [42], [43],

[45], [58], [127], [1&7],
[158], [161], [164],

[180] and [219]

Pamx1 [T2], [100], [178],
[179] and [200]

MAD* 1 [ 563 +1 Cx43 [206], [207] and [208]

H
H -
Glutamate ~ NH; 146 -1 Cx32 [217]
DMC’H Cx43 [214], [215] and [216]
O o
Glutathicne 2 H NH2 i 307 -1 Cx43 [224], [225] and [226]

352 0 Caxd3 [44], [49],
[138] and [228]




Mechanical stimulation

Metabolic Inhibition
J Ca?*

v pH
Other factors?

HuidiauAor kovvelivng (HCs) oc amavrnon o€ puaioAoyikd Kai TaBoAoyikd
epeOiopara ameAeuBepuwvouv Ca?*, ATP, PGE, kai NAD*, Ta omroia dpouv pe

TAPAKPIVA R AUTOKPIVA TPOTTO




Intracellular

To NAD* ameAeuBepwveTal
olapéoou nui-O1avAwy

HuidiauAor kovvelivng 43 (Cx43)
pgeooAaPpouv ath onparoddTnon ThG
KUKAIKAC ADP-pipolnc (cADPR),
emTpéMovTag Thv £€0do amo To
KUTTApO Tou Ttpddpopou Hopiou
Tn¢ cADPR, Tou NAD*. To NAD*
oTov eEWKUTTAPIKO XWpPo
KUKAoTrolgiTal amo 1o e§wéviupo
CD38 ka1 petatpémeTtal oc cADPR.
AUTRA c10€pxeTal TAONTIKA O0TO
KUTTAPO, oUVOEETAI HE TOUG
uttodoxei¢ puavoduvng Tou EA kai
eTAyel Thv ameAeuBépwon Ca?*
0To KUTTapoTAaopa. ). H avénaon
Tou Ca?* audvel To pudud
ToAAaTTAaciacpoU Tou KUTTApou,
Trafficking compartment HIKpdivovTdg Th dIdpKEId TNG
pdoncg S.

ATO Bennett M., Contreras JE.,

8@ Cx43 hemichannel cADPR transporter Bukauskas FF., and Saez JC., New roles

, for astrocytes: Gap junction
Lhbeyclase )/ Ryanodine receptor hemichannels have something to

TRENDS F Nomosdercas communicate, Trends in Neurosci.,
2003, 26, 610-617

Extracellular

Intracellular




To ATP w¢ e€wkuTTdplo onua

Necrotic cell

== Inflammatory
D cel

Apoptotic cell

. Connexin
hemi channels

Pannexin
hemi channels

Ischemia-
repgr_fusion

T ——

\Adenosmej

Macrophage  IL-1B

Tissue injury resolutlon
1 Metabolic adaptation |
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Current Opinion in Cell Biology

TToupivepyika kOpata Ca?*. Mnxavikn 8i1éyepan evepyomoiei Thv PLC, Tn oUvBeon InsP; kai Tnv
KIvhToTroinoh Tou evdoKuTTapikoU Ca?*. HuidiauAoi avoiyouv kai ameAsuBepwveTal To ATP. To ATP
ouvd£eTal aToug ToupivepyikoUG uttodoxeic 2Y (P2Y) Twy YeITOVIKWY KUTTAPWY OTIOU Kdl HETAPEPETAI TO
KUpa Ca?*. H evepyomoinon Twy P2YR mpokaAei ameAcuBépwon ATP, avayevvwvTag To pnxaviopd. Evag
mBavég punxavioudg negative-feedback yia To kAgioigo mpoTeiveTal n pwopopuAiwon amé tnv PKC Tng
Cx43.



O nuidiauhoc Cx43 ota KUTTApa uttodoxeic yeuong, avoiyel oav
amdvtnon otnv atnon duvapikol (Vm) kai odnyei othv

Sweet, 2 5
bitter, 80 ameAeuBépwan ATP mou épa w¢ diaPipacTic.
umami

Receptor
(Type ll) cell

Presynaptic
(Type lll) cell

4 Cx43/Panx1

-

Afferent neuron



O onuavTikeg YuUaIoAoYIKOG pOAOC TWV Kovvel vy avTikaToTtTpileTal amod Tnv TolKIAia
aoBevelwv Tou ouvdéovTal He peTaAAdéeic ota yovidia CX.

MeTaAAdeic diapopeTikWyY Cxs umopoUv va pokaAéoouv Tnyv idia acBéveia,
uttodeIkvUoVTacg 0TI oplopévol TUTToI CXS €X0UV TTdpOpold AEIToupyid g€ €vd OUYKEKPILEVO
TUTO 10TOV. TMia tapadeiypa n Cx26 kai h Cx30 ekppdalovTtal oTov KoxAia, kai
peTaAAdgeic kal ota 8o yovidia pmopei va TpoKaAéoouv Kwewan.

Emiong, diapopeTikéC peTaAAaleic ato idio yovidio Cx pmopei va odnyRoouv ae TeAgiwg
d1apopeTIKEC aoBéveleg: yia TTapddeiypua n petdAAa&n 66delD atnv Cx31 tpokaAci
VEUPOTIAOEIa Kal KWewaon, evl) dAAe¢ peTaAAdeic Tng Cx31mpokaAouv
gpUBpoKEPATOOEPHA HE A XWPIC KWwan.

MeTaAAaypévn , ,
S AvBpwmiveg diatapaxég
Cx32 Neupomtd©eia Charcot-Marie-Tooth
Cx26,Cx30, Cx31 Kwewon
Cx30.3, Cx31 Emdeppikh aoBéveia, epuBpokepatddeppa (EKV)
Cx43 Kapdiakn appuBpia
Cx46, Cxb0 2. XNUATIOHOC KATAPPAKTN




H NeupomtaOeia Charcot-Marie-Tooth mpokaAcital amoé petaAAain tng Cx32

Neuron
cell body

' —— Axon

Myelin

Nature Reviews | Molecular Cell Biology




H NeupomtaOeia Charcot-Marie-Tooth mpokaAcital amoé petaAAain tng Cx32

- AXOn

(e —— Myelin

Incisures

Tight junctions

High molecular mass compounds
or
Low molecular mass + blockers

Cx32
immunostaining

(I
Intemode No?e Paranode
0
Ranvier
Oi , 0l 0TT0ieC TTEPVOUV OIAPETOU TWV XAOHOOUVOECHWY

HeTapépovTal o€ OAo To KUTTApOTTAAoua diapéaou Twy avadimAwoewy ThG Hepppavng,
Tpdypa 1o omoio d¢ ouppaivel aTi¢ peyalou MB ouaiec



H NeupomdBeia Charcot-Marie-Tooth mpokaAesital amé petdAAaén thg Cx32

2 mM K*

m
A

"

+40 mV to +74 mV :
|
|

20-100 mM K*




NH, { "} {} COOH
™1  TM2  TM3 T™4

240 MeTaAAageic The €Cx32 the CMT

a. OAec o1 yvwoTég missense peTaAAdageig
Th¢ Cx32 Tou odnyouv oe CMT. O1 umtdpeg
TePIypdgouv TWv apiBué ahAaywy oe KAOe

| | ’ { ] auivo€0. ZnueioTe TRV Tuxdia Katavop,
| " W “I”lﬂ ] Iﬂ—| b. EmAgyuéveg peTalAdgeig mou odnyouv oe
. ! Y L CMT'

100

150 200 250

mutation frequency

(=] =y
So——
e prr—y
l—
—

0

O1 yetahAd€eic Tng Cx32 pmopei emiong va
gTNpedoouv Kai Th 01aTeEPATOTNTA TWV
ndiavAwv: yia tapddeiypa n yeTdAAaén
S805C otn 2" diapepPppaviki TepIoxXn TNG
Cx32 auavel Th diamepaToOTNTA TWV
nudiavAwy Cx32, odnywvTag o amwAela
I0VTWYV Kdl HIKpWV HETAPOAITWY KAOWE Kal
ot €igodo 16vTwyv Ca?*, TTou TTpoKdAEi To
yphyopo Bdvarto Twv KUTTdpwv Schwann,
Kdl CUVETIWG OTNV AdTo-HugAivwaon Twyv
TEPIPEPIKWY VEUPWV.




To EpuBpokepaTodeppa (EKV) mpokaAeitar amo petdAhaén tng Cx31

vEKPA erunedwpéva kutrapa
yeudra keparivn

TA

EMNIAEPMIAA
(erubnjA1o)

TA
KYTTAPA
FENNIOYNTAI

Baowkog dlaipoupevo Baoiko
upévag KUTTQpPO

e—— 30 UM ——



To EKV mpokaAciTai
améd peTaAd&eic Tng

Epidermis Cx31 ka1 €x30.3

Corneal layer
Cx30:3 €

Cx31 €—

Qo)

Cx26
Cx30

Granulous layer

Spinous layer |

Basal layer

270 avBpwTivo déppa, n SIAKUTTAPIKA €TIKoIVWYVia HegoAaPeiTal kKupiwg Tnv Cx43 Tou avikel oThv
olkoyévela a, kal ekppdleTal oe 0An Tnv emdeppida, kal améd kovveliveg TnG oikoyéveiag p (Cx26, Cx30,
Cx31), o1 omoie¢ evromiCovTai Tio oToxeupéva. MNa mapdadeiypa o1 Cx26 kai Cx30 ppiokovTal oTh oTipdda

Tou epdgavilel évrovo ToAAamAaciaopo.




Erythrokeratoderma variabilis
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H Cx31 ATav To mpwTo Yyovidio Kovvefivng TTou avayvwpioTnKe va TTpokdAei pia agBéveia Tng
emdeppidag yvwoTth wg EKV (erythrokeratoderma variabilis), mou xapakTtnpiCetar amé
KOKKIVa onuddia oc moAAEC TTAeUpEC TNG emideppidag Kal uttepkepdaTwon (Richard et al, 1998).
O1 petaAAd€eic Tngc Cx31 gaivetal va emnpedlouv Th d1dPopoToiNcN TWV KEPATIVOKUTTApWY
Tapd Tov ToAAaTtAaciaopé Toug. Thv idia acBéveia PpéOnkav va mpokaAoUv Kal HeTaAAdEeIc Tou
yovidiou €x30.3 (Macari et al, 2000).



Kwdwon npokaAeitan amo petaAAagerc tng Cx26, Cx30, Cx31
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Scala vestibuli
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K*3-5mM

KQ
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(A)
Kinocilium

Force of
displacement

L Stereocilium

Stereociliary
pivot

Stereocilia deflected (leftward),
slackening “springs,” which
closes channels, resulting

in a decrease of [Ca™'];

e B

~ Motorprotein |
: "Walks”along actm

.ga.tes_prmg\ ..

Motor retensions “spring,”
causing fraction of channels
to reopen




\ | olge-ate |
Ca%* channel

i Ca** enters through
voltage-gated channel
J Electrical

(.Za2+ resonance

Ca?* activates K™ channel;
K* exits cells, repolarizing
cell

ca?**-dependent; ey ey



Spiral

ganglion

Stria Spiral
vascularis ligament

\ A
\v
0mV . ) |
Scala vestibuli 5mM [K'] ~+80 mV
(perilymph) = 150 mM [K*]

Scala media

(endolymph)

Supporting cells
and epithelial cells

Tectorial
membrane

Spiral
limbus

Epithelial gap-junction

Inner hair cells
network

Basilar
membrane

Scala tympani
(perilymph)

0OmV
5mM [K*]

Connective-
tissue gap-
( junction
network




Cochlea Stria\vascularis
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NS - Marginal
Stapes Endolymph cells
with high K¥ ™~
GJB2 :
Inner
halllr
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Flbrocytes
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Supportmg
cells



® Cx26, Cx30 and Cx31 expression
» Cx26 and Cx30 expression
* Cx26 and Cx30 expression

Stria vascularis

p—

/Spiral ligament

Spiral limbus

/ Supporting cells

TRENDS in Molecular Medicine




Cell membranas

Location of connexin 26 in
the potassium recycling
pathway of the cochlea

Connexin 26 is expressed
in the nonsensory
epithelial cells
(interdental cells of the
spiral limbus, inner and
outer sulcus cells, sensory

Connexon

# Scala vastibuli

N ) (Perilymph) supporting cells, and cells
/ within the root process of
Scala medja the spiral ligament) shown
: | (Endolyrwh) in green, and the
.;:.: P fTempml membmr}\“ connective tissue cell
system (fibrocytes of the

Quter hair cell i : : i
7 Inner hair cell spiral ligament and spiral

limbus, basal and
intermediate cells of the
stria vascularis) depicted
in brown.

e
a T

Scala tympani
(Peritymph)
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or Cx30
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MeTaAAd€eic oTa yovidia Thg Cx26, Cx30 h Cx31 mpokaAoUv xdoipo akonc. OpIgpéveg amd auTéG TIG
peTaAAaeic odnyolv aTov TTPOWPO TEPHATIOUO ThG TTPWTEIVNG, evw ol HeTaAAd€eic loss-of-function, éxouv
w¢ amoTéAcopa Tov AavOaopévo EVTOTIIONO TWV XAOHOOUVOETUWY Kal Th pn dnpioupyid Xaopoouvd eaUIKWY
TAGKWY aTh pepppdvn, A Ty ammoTuxia avoiydaTog TWV XdoHOOUVOEOHWY.



ATmoudia Cx46 dnuioupyei KATAPPAKTOYEVVEDN: TTPWTEOAUGN TWY KpuaTaAAivuy, Bapmdda

Lens O
# opacity

O @akog, mou
pualoAoyikd civai
OIdUYAC, UTTopEi va
BoAwaoel Kal va Xdoel
Thv d1dpdveid Tou aTmo
didgopa aiTida, To
OUXVOTEPO TWV
oTroiwv €ivail To Yhpdg.
H B6Awon auTth
ovopdleTal
KATappdkTnG

Normal lens with oblique illu*n;ination (right) Corneal reflection

Nuclear cataract with retroillumination view (right) Iris Lens Lens Cataract

Postenor polar cataract with retroillumination (right)

' J-

Nuclear and lamellar cataract with oblique illumination (right) Iris Lens  Lower lid

Large pulverulent cataract with oblique illumination (right) Iris Lens

Lens Reflection




O karappdkTng oav amoTéAeopa petaAAalewy Tng Cx46 kai Cx50

ipda \ s \
AKTIVOTOG g Vi == =
S \ R Q
AKTIVOTO GOMaL e e, B g PAEPeg Ko apTpieg
VOADIEG GORE—

(A) O oxnhuaTtiopog Tou pakou Eekivd
HE TV €TIUAKUVON Tou e§wdéppaToc
(surface ectoderm) mdvw amé To
OTITIKO KUGTIdI0.

(B-D) Z1n ouvéxela, To e€wdepua
oxnuariCel pia eykoAtwon (lens pit)
TTOU TeAIKA KAEivel.

(E) TéAoc Ta KUTTApa Tou
e€wdéppartog diapopoTmoloUvTal Kal
oxnuatifouv Ta KUTTAPA TWV IVWV

(primary lens fibers) oTov 1onyepIvo
Tou pakou (equator).




Epithelium

Nucleus
= : IO /Capsule
Lo ~ - 9 4 0 e .
& - |
Equator
/ y ' ! : . q
-" \ %oy .
| lens
Rgglqn o h l'ghest : Differentiating fibers
mitotic activity _
fibers
Lens fiber Mature
denucleation fibers

O ¢akoc amoTeAcital amd emOnAiaka kai ivwdn KUTTapa (fiber cells). Oi iveg civar uynAd
diapopoToinpéva KUTTAPd, Td oTToid XAVOUV VWPIC Td ECWTEPIKA TouC HepPppavwdn opyavidida,
oUaowpPeUOVTAC UYNAEC OUYKEVTPWOEIC piag S1aAUTAC TTPWTEIVNG, TG KpuoTaAAivng, n oTroia
TPoadidel TV ATAPAITNTN EAAOTIKOTNTA Kal ToV UYNAS deikTn d1dOAaong yia Thv TTpoodpHoyn

TOU @AKoV Kal Td KAvel va gaivovtal diagavi. Kard tnhv diagopoToinch Toug, Ta ivudn
KUTTapa XAavouv Tnv 1IkavoTnta o eIdWTIKAC pwa@opUAiwang, Tou evepyoU peTaPpoAiopoU Kai
TNG avamapaywyng, apol xXdavouv Kai Tda 101aitepa opyavidid Toug. Ta géva KUTTApA TTOU
dlaTnpoUv IkavoTnTa diTtAddiacpoU eival ekeiva TTou PpiokovTal oThV €TIPAVEIA TOU PAKOU.

KaBuwc¢ dnpioupyolvTal véa KUTTApA, Ta taAaioTepa Pubifovral pabuTtepa péoa aTo eako,

otou wpipdlouv.



Anterior

Equator

Differentiating fibers Mature fibers

Posterior

Cross section of mature mammalian lens

Differentiating
lens fiber

Denucleation
and loss

_ Increased angle
14\ of organelles

of refraction

KPUOTAAAIVEC

Clarity
of mature
lens fiber

Normal aggregation
of crystallin proteins

Normal development of lens fibers



Lens suture

Lens fiber cell

Epithelial cell
Anterior

i Characteristic hexagonal profile 1 “Lona fibec col Lens fiber cells Posterior
s_O8 W L OO ) CIIEN SUchom- « devoid of all  degrade all organelles
organelles as they differentiate
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Lens fiber cells

S0 nmL

_:"'\ Intracellular

Extracellular compartment

. ; compartment
Fum

Anterior epithelial cells

Cx43

Cx50

/ Cxd6

Specialized fibers

200 pm

To 1991 avakaAUgOnke 0TI Ta KUTTAPA TOU PAKOU
Kal €101Kd ol iveg KpuoTaAAivng cuvdéovTai
peTall Toug pe Xaopoouvdéapoug,
OnUIoUpYWwvTAg £va AEITOUPYIKO OUYKUTIO.

O iveg ouvdéovTal HEOW XAOHOOUVOEOHWY Kal HE
Ta emONnAIAKA KUTTAPA, HE AUTOV TOV TPOTIO
e€apTwvTal amd To HETAPOAIKA evepyd eMIORAIO
via va d1aThpAcouV Thv aTtapditTnTn I0VTIKA
OUYKEVTPWON YId TNV ATTOPUYA KATAKPAKVIOGNG TG
KPUOTAAAIvVNG, KABWC 0 Ppakog dev TepléXEl
ayyeia.

O1 xaopooUvdeapol aTo Pakod amoTeAouvTal Ao
gia TolkIAid KOVVeE IVWY, N 0TToid OUVEIOPEPEI
OoTNV OHOI60TACN TOU PAKOU. 2TO PAKO TWV
omovOUAWTWY ekppdlovTal ol Cx43, Cx46 kai
Cx50. Kard tn diagpopoToinon e iveg, h ékppaon
NG Cx43 peiveTal, evh au€dvetar h Cx46 kai n
Cx50. Exel diamoTwOsei, Tw¢ KUTTAPA TTOU
ekppdlouv Tnv Cx43, ymopouv va dnpIoupynoouv
ETEPOTUTTIKOUG XAOHOOUVOETHOUC HE KUTTAPA TTOU
ekppdlouv Tnv Cx46, aAAd ox1 e Cxb50, ou
onuaivel TwW¢ N EMIKOIVWYid UTTOpEi va pnv givai
I00dUvapn KaTtd Ta avamtuéiakd otadia Tou
pakoU. O1 Cx46 kai Cx50 eival ureUBuvec yia
TV évwaon TWv IVWV Tou gakoU o éva
AEITOUPYIKO OUYKUTIO.



AvwpaAn kapdiakn aywyn oav amoTéAeopua peTtdAAang Ttng €Cx40, Cx43 kai Cx45

Intercalated Disc

L )

Cardiac Nluscle Cell

Cardiac Muscle

Gap Junctions

WEE="Cell Membranes of
Adjacent Cells

Cardiac Muscle




Extracellular fluid (ECF)

Contractile or Contractile Plasma 2 2
autorhythmic cell cell membrane @ Ca?* T tubule Ca 1Ca

1

e o)

i .

() Current spreads.
through gap junctions
to contractile cell

() Action potentials travel
along plasma membrane
and T tubules

(3) ca?* channels open
in plasma membrane
and SR

(@ ca?* induces Ca?*
release from SR

() ca?* binds to

troponin, exposing
myosin-binding sites

(6) Crossbridge cycle begins
(muscle fiber contracts)

(@) ca? is actively
transported back
into the SR and ECF

Tropomyosin blocks
myosin-binding sites
(muscle fiber relaxes)

Intracellular fluid (ICF)



ok SAnode AV node AV bundle
(p;\éga Agpdrtio Tou His [bundle of His)
DdAeBO

KopBog

bukines foers Q1 XAOHOOUVOEDLO!
| ETITAXUVOUV Kal
ouyxpoviCouv Th
getapipaon
TAAUWY, YE
amoTéAeoua Thv
oHaAR AgiToupyia
TG Kapdidg

Ae&loq ——
KAGd0oG
Sepatiou

ApLoTEPOG KAGBOG depatiou

Left/right bundle branches

Al€yepon KOATTWV Aigyepan KOINWV
| |

‘Evapén &N ‘Evapgn &N

KoAmokolAlakdg
KOuBOg




(@) (b)

Wild-type Cx40 knockout

" - SA node
e ECG ECG
. ~— Atrial muscle
| AV nOde QRS co\mplex
——— Bundle of His Sr:)ht Q|RS
= Bundle branches P T , compiex
Purkinje fibres 8, _A,_f’f\_
- PR QRS
r\]/qeur;téllce:ular interval interval

O1 xaopoouvdeauol eTITAXUVOUV Kdl guyxpoviCouv Th peTaPipaon TaAuwy aTo
oUoTnua Twv puikwy ivwv His-Purkinje, ye amoTéAeoua Tnv opdAn Aeitoupyia Tng

Kapd1dg

H amaAoipn Twv yovidiwv mou KwdikotoloUV Tic Cx40, Cx45 ka1 Cx43 éxel
OPAOTIKEC OUVETTEIEC OTNV KOATTOKOIAIGKA HeTapipaon. 2 ¢ movTikia knock out
Cx40 kaBuoTepei TOAU n peTddoon Twv TaApwy amé Tig iveg Tou Purkinje oTig
KolAieg. TTx To TuApa QRS mou avTtioToixei oTh peTAdoon TTAAPWY amod TIC iveg
Tou Purkinje oTig kolAieg gival aioBntd eAaTTwpévo ata knock out og oxéan pe
Tou dypiou TUTTOU.



OnAukn oTeipoTnTa o Cx37 knock out movTikia

Granulosa cells

mls

Antrum

Jona -
pellucida

et
i A3 s,

Zona pellucida

* _Theca intema

Theca extema
antrum

. Secondary oocyte

%! _‘“".,' ) .
7 3 Corona radiata

—-Granulosa cells

. Cumulous

oophorus

Ta wdpla péoa oTIC WOOAKEC
PpiokovTal og avaTopIKEG
Hovadeg YVWOTEC WG
woBuAdkia (follicle).

Ta woBuAdkia amoTeAoUvTal
amo éva TPWTOYEVEC wdpio
Kal évd Hovo oTpWwida
KOKKIWOWY KUTTApWV
(granulosa cells).

H mapamépa avdmtuén Twyv
woBuAakiwv xapaktnpileTai
améd av€non Tou pHeyEBoUC Twyv
WOKUTTApwV, ToAAaTAdciaopo
TWV KOKKIWOWYV KUTTApWV o€
TTOAAAGTTAEC oTOIPAdEC KAl TO
OlaXWPIoHO TWV WOKUTTAPWY
amod Td £0W KOKKIWON
KUTTdpd He £va TtaxL oTpwia
UAIKoU, Tn d1dpavn Cwvn
(zona pellucida).



Granulosa cells

Jona
pellucida '/-d_
@
37—~
A

Cx43 |
Qocyte L ?J
K] |

pellucida junctions /' Granulosa

Ta ©nAukd knock out movTikia, xwpic Cx37, cival aTeipa, yiari
To WoBOUAdKIO @pTAvel HéXp! €va oplopévo aTddio avdamTuing, To
oTroio dev pumopei va {emepdocl. EmimAéov, n EAAsiyn Tng Cx43
odnyei otn dnpioupyia wxpoU cwudTiou, TTPIV ThV
woBuAakioppnéia. ZUveTw¢, ol XaoHooUVIEOHO!I ETTITPETOUV Hid
gemKolvwvia ITARG kKaTelBuvong avduyeoa ota KUTTAPA TOU
woBuAakiou, n otroia puBpilel Thv avdmTuén Tou woBuAakiou, Thv
woBuAakioppnfia kai Thv TTapaywyn wxpolU cwdariou.

Méaa amo Toug
XdOHOOUVOETHOUG
d1épxovTdl TTPoG TO
WOKUTTAPO OPETTIKEC
ougieC Kal XNUIKA
Hnvopara.

Ta KokKIwdn KUTTAPA
TTapdyouV oUgieC TToU
UTTOXPEWVOUV TO
WOKUTTAPO O€ HEIWTIKA
TTavon. To wokUTTapo
oTéAvel €vav
avaoTaATIKO TtapdyovTtd
0Td KOKKIWON KUTTApPA, O
omtoiog eumodilel Thv
TTapaywyn wxpou
owydariov TpIv TV
woBuAakioppnéia.

Ta KokKIwdN PEpouv
XdoHooUVOEGHOUG
avdpeod Toug, £TOI WOTE
0AOKANPo To WoBUAdKIo
va AeiToupyei oa Hida
oAokAnpwpévn povadad.




Xwpi¢c Cx43 n avdmtuén
Tou woBuAakiou oTapard
o€ éva apxIko otddio TpIv
TO OXNUATIONO TOU
avtpou. Ta KokKiwdn
KUTTapa aduvarouv vda
avamnTuxBolv ocwoTd.

Apxéyovo
woBOuAdkIo

0BuAdKIo
TTpIV ATtO TO
oxXnHaTIopo
TOU AvVTpou

) 0BuAdKIo
He
xnuanouévo

TO AVTpO




2TO VEUPLKO OUOTNHO UTTAPXOUV NAEKTPLKEG KOl XNULKEC CUVAYPELG

(A)

X Microtubule
Presynaptic \
neuron Cytoplasm

Mitochondrion

Postsynaptic
neuron

lons flow through
gap junction channels

Gap junction channels

(B)

Presynaptic

neuron : .
Svnaptic vesicle

Postsynaptic
neuron

Neurotransmitter released

L]
Postsynaptic /0 s

neurotransmitter
receptor

lons flow through
postsynaptic channels

Presynaptic membrane

Postsynaptic
membrane
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';':JKL‘:; Z;Coggvaequ\eefng?i) Axons to Ganglion cell
KapAL'JTep a oTauveupl Kd GRECIENE Bipolar cell Choroid
KUTTApdA TOU
apeipAnoTpocidn XiTwva,
OTTOU dTtaITEITal
OUYXPOVIOHOC Kal HEYIOTN
TaxuTnTa VEUPIKAC Wang

Amacrine cell Cone

Horizontal cell Rod



MeAavivn: amoppo@d To pwc TTou £xel dlamepdael Toug 0iokoug Twy paPdiwv amoTpETovVTdg To va
diaokopmiaTei (okedaopog) ath aTiIPdda Twv YwToUTOd0XEWV

Light travels through layers of transparent ... and is absorbed by the rods and
neurons—ganglion, amacrine, bipolar, cones (the photoreceptive layer) at
and horizontal cells... the back of the retina.
To optic nerve A \ Photoreceptors
A A R I . N\
Comien Tons Reting Amacrine  Bipolar  Cone Rod Pigmented
cell cell epithelium
_ ’ ; u‘nmu-mu\?
Light —= O &=Se — e ) o
' & =@ ™ o
@ — LRI ’
D S O i e
= @ Ll &
~ @ o @ e,
b ¥ T -.-‘
; =S S ([T
Aopn Tov AppIBAnoTPOoEISH / Ganglion cells /\ Horizontal cell
: Axons of
100 ekar. Pabé'la ganglion Visual information is processed
4 ekar. Kwvia cells through several layers of neurons...

1 ekat. MFayyAlakd kUTTAPA

...and finally converges on ganglion
cells, which send their axons to the brain.
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M A Al a/ Kaior 3o npidiauAol TWV YEITOVIKWY
g w it o “ - kwviwv (C-C) ekppalouv Cx36.
' CX36' CX36 E E E :
e e exensreasieomace 5 T——— e e = R ' b/ O1 xaopooUvdeopol papdiwv-kwviwv (R-C)
. ', amotehouvTal amd Cx36 (oTa Kwvia) kai amo
YAARAANAATTE 2 dyvwoTtn Kovvefivn amd Tnv TAsupd Twv

UL L OLERLL LY L) Glselelele] paPdiwv.
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|
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.'/ Yy

¢/0O TUmo¢ kovvel vy ata papdia-papdia
[ Tapapével dyvwoTog.
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d/ O1 3evdpiTeg Twy 0pI1{OVTIWY KUTTAPWY
(HC) civar ekTeTapéva ouvdedepévor e
xaopoouvdéopoug Cx50 kai/h Cx57.

g/ Ta yayyhiakd kUtTapa (GC) ouvdéovtai
peTall Toug Kal pe Ta apakpivil(AC) pe Cx36
= h Cx45 .

e,f/ ‘OAa ta apakpivh KUTTApa (AII)
oxnuatifouv dUo TUTTIOUC XAGHOGUVIECHWY: Ol
xaopoouvdeopol peTall apakpivwy AIT civai
- & : OHoUEpPEIC Kal odoTUTIIKOI NuidiauAol
o ‘ kovvefiviv Cx36, ev avTiBeTa,
xaopoouvdeapol avapeoa og apakpivi kar ON
kwviwy diToAa kUTTapa (CB) pmopei va civai

OHOTUTIIKA R £TEPOTUTIIKA CXx36 Kai/fR Cx4b.

g GC-GC, GC-AC e All-All
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To veupIk6 oUaTha amoTeAgiTal amo
VEUPIKA Kal veupoyAolakd KUTTApd, o
ap1Ouo¢ Twy omoiwy emepvd KaTd
TTOAU auTOV TWV VEUPWVWY

Neurone

Vaisseau
‘ ‘ sanguin

VENTRICULE




/"Neuroglial Cells

5’8
|

Ymdpxouv 3 KUpie¢ opddeg YAOIAKWY KUTTApWY 0To veupiko ovoTtnua (1) Ta kUtTapa Schwann kai Ta
oAlyodevdpoKkUTTApA, T 0TOid TTAPAYOUV HUEAiVN KAl KAAUTITOUV TOUG AoveC TWV VEUPWYWY OTO TTEPIPEPIKO
Kdl 0TO KEVTPIKO VeEUpIkO ouoTnua, avtioToixa (2) n pikpoyAoia, Ta avoooToInTIKA KUTTAPA TOU VEUPIKOU
OUOTAPATOC, T OTTOid CUHHETEXOUV 0Tn @Aeypovwdn ardavTtnon (3) Ta aoTpokUTTApA, TA oTroia PpiokovTal
TavToU OToV eYKEPAAO KAl OTO VWTIAIO HUEAO, cival Ta KUpidpxad KUTTAPd, WG Tpog Tov apiBuéd Toug, Thv
€KTAON TNG €TIQAVEIAC TTOU KaTaAapuPpdvouv Kai To 0yko Toug. (4) Ta emevduTika KUTTApA ETICTPUWVOUV TIC
KOIAOTNTEC TOU eYKEPAAOU Kal Tou vwTidiou pueAoU, oxnuatifovrag éva ouvexég emOnRAio. Ekkpivouv To
geykepahovwTiaio uypo.




dendrite astrocyte (glial cell)  oligodendrocyte
7N axon \(glial cell)

neuron (cell body)

axon terminals

Ta aoTpokUTTapd
1. TTpounBelouv Toug veupwveg pe ofuyovo, OpeTMTIKA, KAl aTTodakpUVoUV TTEBapEVOUG
VEUPWVEG.
2. BonBolv Toug veupwveg aThv emITuxn eme epyacia kai JeTaywyn ohpaTog.




Ta aoTpokUTTAPA gival Ta KUTTAPA ToU eykepdAou Trou ekppalouv Thv
HeYaAUTeph ToodTnTa Cxs. To kABe kKUTTApPo ekppdlel TTavw amod éva €idog
kovveivng, kavéva amo Ta omoia dev PpiokeTaAl ATTOKAEIOTIKA OTh YAoid.
Kupiapxec kovveliveg civai n Cx43 kai Cx30.

Ymdpxouv
d1dgopol
ouvouaooi
Cx43 (umAe)
kai Cx30
(KOKKIVO)

Reflexive
gap junction

Intercellular

Hemichannel | ==
' gap junction




2.7d avwTepad oTovOUAWTA, 0 dpIOPOC TWV VEUPOYAOIAKWY KUTTAPWYV EeTrepvd KaTd oAU auTo
Twyv veupwvwy. KaBw¢ n AsiToupyia Tou eykepdAou civar n emeepyacia TAnpowopiwy, Ta
KUTTApad ThG yAoidg ouppeTéXouv o€ auTh Th diadikacia pe To va 0éxovTdl Kai va
EVOWHATWVOUV Td VEUPIKA OAUATA KAl vd Td ETIOTPEPOUV OTOUC VEUPWVEG.

Mi'auTd To Adyo Ta KUTTAPA ThC YAOIAC TIPETTEI va ETTIKOIVWVOUV UETAEU TOUC ATTOTEAEOUATIKA
Kal e€e1dIKEUUEVA

Postsynaptic
neurons
Tripartite
synapse
Presynaptic S T LY B Y A Ag:)rrc:]cg;e
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%8 § v junction ) ’
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Ta KUTTApa TNG YAoiag dev eival opyavwpéva agav éva ouykUTI0, OTTWC TTpoTdONnKe
apXIkd, dAAd w¢ €va OiKTUO ETTIKOIVWVOUVTWY KUTTApWYV He KaBopiopévhn XwpIkA
opydvwan Kdl TTAdoTIKOTNTd

’ ’ ’ ’ (b)
2.ToV owpdaroaigdnTikd @Aoid, N KaTavoun TWV doTPOKUTTApWY

gival opoloyevic aAAd o1 Cx30 kai Cx43 ekppdlovTal dIdpopETIKA:
auénuévn ékppacn aTa adoTpoKUTTAPA ToU KUAIVEPIKOU pAoioU-
oTipada IV (barrel cortex pe okoUpo UTAE) Kal Helwpévn oTa
aoTpokUTTdpa Tou evdidpeaou pAoloU - aTipdda IV (septal
astrocytes, avoixTo UTAE).
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"1 Clq expression

Immature or
reactive

O avBpuwmivog eyképahrog epiéxel mavw améd 100 1pig(1014) ouvanTikég ouvdéoeig, HEow TWV OTToIWY
dnpioupyoUvTal veupikd KUkAwpaTa. TTpoopateg peAETeC amokdAupay 0TI Ta KUTTApa Tne yAoiacg eivai
onpavTikoi pUBUIOTEC TNC ouvanTIKAC emikoivwyviac. AuTd Ta KUTTApa €ival TToAU TtepioaoTepo evepyd
amoé 0TI moTelape Kal taiouv KUplo poAo oTn pUBUIoN ThS dnHIoupyiag ouvayewy, ThG AsiToupyiag Toug,
TNG TAAOTIKOTNTAC KAl ThC ATTOUAKPUVONC TOUG, 0 PUOIOAOYIKEC Kal TTaBoAoyIKEC KATAOTAOEIC.



H ameAeuBépwaon Tou YAOUTAUIKOU aTtd TOUG VEUPWVEC Kal N 0UVOECN TOU GTOUC HETAPOTPOTIIKOUC
vAouTapivepyikoUC UTTOB0XEIC TWV AOTPOKUTTAdpwY odnyei oTnv alnon Tou evdoKuTTapIikoU Ca2* Kai
oTnv ameAcuBépwaon ayyelodpaoTIKWY ouciwy, TTou au§dvouv Tn pon Tou aipaToc.

H emikoivwvia géow aoTpokuTTdpwy Aaupdvel xwpa péow ameAeuBépwang Tou ATP kai Tn ouvdeon
TOU OTOUC TToUpIvoUTTIod0XEIC TWV YEITOVIKWY AdoTPpoKUTTApwy. H oUvdeon Tou ATP £xel wg
amoTéAeopa Thv evepyomoinon Tnhg phospholipase C, Tnv mapaywyn IP; kar Tnv abfnon Tou
evdokuTTapIkoU Ca?*.

Méow Twv XaoHoouvOETUWY HETAPEPOVTAI TA KUUATA acPeaTiou.
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271 apxécg Tou 1990,
amodeixOnke n Umtapén evdo-
Kdl O1AKUTTAPIKWY KUPATWY
Ca?* Ta oToia pHeTagépovTal
OlapéooU €VOC GUYKUTIOU
dOTPOKUTTAPWY .

H mpéTaon ntav o611 Td
d1aKUTTApIKA KUpaTa Ca?*
ATav évag HNXaviopog Héow
TOU OTT0iOU Td AdOTPOKUTTAPA
HETAPEPOUV TTANPOYOPIEC OE
HeydAeg amooTdoeic péoda
oToV eyKEPalo.

‘O0o €AKUOTIKA KI av givai
auTh n Bcwpia, dev uTtdpXEl
amdédein 611 autd ouppPaivel

in vVivo o€ @uUaIoAoyikd
emimeda O0paoTnpPIOTNTAG.




MeAeTRONKE N evaioOnaoia Twyv veupwvwy ae of eIdWTIKO stress
Tdpouaid dOTPOKUTTAPWY He avoixToUc A KAEIoTOUC XaouoouvOEauouC.

OrTav o1 xaguoguvéeapol gival KA£10Toi, To 0 eIdWTIKG stress TTPoKdaAci
oAU pHeyaAUTepn av€non Tou evOOKUTTAPIKOU aoPeaTiou aToUC
VEUPWVEC Kal aunuévn Tapaywyn uttepoleidiwyv mou TeAikd odnyouv
0T0 ©dvaTto oAU TTEPI00OTEPWY VEUPWYWY, aTtd auToU¢ Trou TreBaivouv
oTav o1 xaogoouvdeapol givai avoixtoi. O akpiPA¢ Hnxaviodog dev givai
YVWOTOC.




O péAoc TwyV XAoUoouVvOEGUWY TV KATAGTOAR OYKWYV

O1 xaopoouvdeopol aiCouv £va 181aiTepa onpavTike poAo atn diaTApnon The
OHAARC KUTTAPIKAC auénong. ' auTto Ta yovidia Twv Kovvelivwy, Ta oTroia
amoTeAoUV pia olkoyévelda yovidiwyv, ovoudlovTdl oyKoKaTaoTdATIKA yovidia
(tumor-suppressor genes).

2 ¢ knock out movrikia €x32, au§nenkav o1 xnuikd TpokaAoUEVOl NTTATIKOI
OyKol, eVl Ocv emhpedaTnKe 0 dPIOUOC TWV TUXAid AvVATITUCOOHEVWY OYKWY 0Td
nmarikd KUTTapa. Aev pmopoupe va oUpe 6pHWC 0TI o1 Kovvefiveg epmodifouv Tov
KUTTApIKO TToAAaTTAaciaopo, yiati amouaia kovveivng 32 mapepmodioTnKe n
avayévvnon Twv KUTTApWV ToU ATTATOG, HETA ATTO HEPIKA NTTATEKTOMN.

2.Td Kapkivoyova KUTTapa éxel PpeOcei pia dvapxn XxaopoouvOeoUiK S1AKUTTAPIKA
emikoivwvia (GJIC: gap junctional intercellular communication). Xnpikoi
Tpoaywyeic Oykwv avaoTéAAouv Tnv GJIC, pye avTioTpeMTO TPOTO, TTOAAd
oykoyovidia (ras, raf, neu, src, mos) pudpiCouv apvnTikd Tnv GJIC evw
OYKOKATAoTAATIKA yovidia Tnv au§dvouv. EmipoAuvon Kapkivoyovwy KUTTAPIKWY
gelpwyv mou atepolvTal GJIC, pe yovidia kovveIviuy, emavapépel Th UAIOAOYIKA
GJIC, kataoTéAAEl ThV KAPKIVIKA TOUC avdamTuén Kai ponBd otnv opaAn av€non Twv
KUTTAPWV.
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: Metastases

Inhibition of connexin expression and/or gap junction intercellular coupling facilitates the
uncontrolled proliferation and aberrant differentiation pattern of cancer cells, and promotes cancer.
Among heterogeneous cancer cell populations, subsets of cells that have either not lost or have
resumed Cx43 and Cx26 expression are predestined for invasion and colonization of other organs.
Abbreviations: CSC, cancer stem cell; Cx26, connexin 26; Cx43, connexin 43.
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